THE   EXPANSION   OF   ISLAM   IN   THE   MEDITERRANEAN
That Charlemagne was able to derive so little advantage from
the taking of Barcelona was due to the fact that he had no fleet.
He could do nothing against the Saracens, who were in possession
of Tunis, dominated the Spanish coast, and held the islands. He
attempted to defend the Balearics, and won some ephemeral vic-
tories there. In 798 these islands were ravaged by the Musulmans.1
In the following year, in response to the appeals of the inhabitants,
Charlemagne sent them some troops, which were doubtless trans-
ported on the islanders' vessels. This military demonstration appears
to have been efficacious, for the Arab ensigns were sent to the
king as trophies.2 We do not find, however, that the Franks con-
tinued in occupation of these islands.
Charlemagne, in fact, was almost constantly at war in the region
of the Pyrenees. The upheavals which were disturbing the Musul-
man world favoured his operations. The establishment of the
Omayyad Caliphate of Cordova in 765 in opposition to the Cali-
phate of the Abbasids of Baghdad was advantageous to the Franks,
since it was in the interest of each of these powers to treat them
with consideration.
Charlemagne had but little success in other parts of the Mediter-
ranean. In 806 the Saracens seized the little island of Pantellaria
and sold the monks whom they found there into slavery in Spain.
They were ransomed by Charles,3 That same year Pippin, his
son, Bang of Italy, attempted to drive the Saracens out of Corsica,
where they had established themselves. He equipped a fleet, and
according to the Carolingian -annalists he made himself master of
the island. But in the following year it had once more fallen into
the hands of the enemy.4
Charles immediately sent the constable Burchard against them,
who forced them to withdraw after a battle in which they lost
thirteen ships. But once more the victory was ephemeral, for in
1 hotter and kohl, op. cit., p. 141.
* Afinaks regni Francorum, a° 799, ed. kurzb, m.g.h. ss. in its. $cliolt p. 108.
8 KLEINCLAUSZ, Op. tit., p. 332, No. 2.
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